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The Acts of the Apostles – Session 2 
March 10 & 11 – Ministry of the Apostles & Stephen’s Martyrdom – Acts 3-8 

 
Welcome & Introduction 
 

• Following	the	arrival	of	the	Holy	Spirit	on	Pentecost	and	the	beginning	of	the	
apostles’	ministry,	the	community	of	the	early	church	begins	to	grow	and	spread,	
first	in	Jerusalem	and	then	more	broadly.	

 
• In	this	section	of	Acts,	we	hear	of	the	“boldness”	of	the	apostles,	their	acts	of	healing	
and	teaching,	and	some	of	the	risks	of	their	ministry	including	imprisonment	and	
even	death.	

 
Acts 3:1-10 
One	day	Peter	and	John	were	going	up	to	the	temple	at	the	hour	of	prayer,	at	three	o’clock	
in	the	afternoon.	And	a	man	lame	from	birth	was	being	carried	in.	People	would	lay	him	
daily	at	the	gate	of	the	temple	called	the	Beautiful	Gate	so	that	he	could	ask	for	alms	from	
those	entering	 the	 temple.	When	he	 saw	Peter	and	 John	about	 to	go	 into	 the	 temple,	he	
asked	them	for	alms.	Peter	looked	intently	at	him,	as	did	John,	and	said,	“Look	at	us.”	And	
he	fixed	his	attention	on	them,	expecting	to	receive	something	from	them.	But	Peter	said,	
“I	 have	 no	 silver	 or	 gold,	 but	 what	 I	 have	 I	 give	 you;	 in	 the	 name	 of	 Jesus	 Christ	 of	
Nazareth,	stand	up	and	walk.”	And	he	took	him	by	the	right	hand	and	raised	him	up;	and	
immediately	 his	 feet	 and	 ankles	were	made	 strong.	Jumping	 up,	 he	 stood	 and	 began	 to	
walk,	and	he	entered	the	temple	with	them,	walking	and	leaping	and	praising	God.	All	the	
people	saw	him	walking	and	praising	God,	and	they	recognized	him	as	the	one	who	used	
to	 sit	 and	 ask	 for	 alms	 at	 the	 Beautiful	 Gate	 of	 the	 temple;	 and	 they	 were	 filled	 with	
wonder	and	amazement	at	what	had	happened	to	him.	
 

• Similar	to	the	Pentecost	story,	following	this	healing,	Peter	offers	another	long	
sermon	to	those	who’ve	witnesses	this	healing	about	how	the	power	to	heal	was	not	
his	own,	but	came	from	God	(the	God	of	their	ancestors	and	the	God	who	sent	Jesus).		
And	he	once	again	calls	for	repentance.	

 
Acts 4:1-22 
While	Peter	and	John	were	speaking	to	the	people,	the	priests,	the	captain	of	the	temple,	
and	 the	Sadducees	came	to	 them,	much	annoyed	because	 they	were	 teaching	 the	people	
and	proclaiming	that	in	Jesus	there	is	the	resurrection	of	the	dead.	So	they	arrested	them	
and	put	them	in	custody	until	the	next	day,	for	it	was	already	evening.	But	many	of	those	
who	heard	the	word	believed;	and	they	numbered	about	five	thousand.	

The	next	day	their	rulers,	elders,	and	scribes	assembled	in	Jerusalem,	with	Annas	the	high	
priest,	Caiaphas,	John,	and	Alexander,	and	all	who	were	of	the	high-priestly	family.	When	
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they	had	made	 the	prisoners	 stand	 in	 their	midst,	 they	 inquired,	 “By	what	power	or	by	
what	name	did	you	do	this?”	Then	Peter,	filled	with	the	Holy	Spirit,	said	to	them,	“Rulers	of	
the	people	and	elders,	if	we	are	questioned	today	because	of	a	good	deed	done	to	someone	
who	was	sick	and	are	asked	how	this	man	has	been	healed,	let	 it	be	known	to	all	of	you,	
and	to	all	the	people	of	Israel,	that	this	man	is	standing	before	you	in	good	health	by	the	
name	 of	 Jesus	 Christ	 of	 Nazareth,	 whom	 you	 crucified,	 whom	 God	 raised	 from	 the	
dead.	This	 Jesus	 is	 ‘the	 stone	 that	was	 rejected	 by	 you,	 the	 builders;	 it	 has	 become	 the	
cornerstone.’	There	 is	salvation	 in	no	one	else,	 for	 there	 is	no	other	name	under	heaven	
given	among	mortals	by	which	we	must	be	 saved.”	Now	when	 they	 saw	 the	boldness	of	
Peter	 and	 John	 and	 realized	 that	 they	 were	 uneducated	 and	 ordinary	 men,	 they	 were	
amazed	and	 recognized	 them	as	 companions	of	 Jesus.	When	 they	 saw	 the	man	who	had	
been	cured	standing	beside	them,	they	had	nothing	to	say	in	opposition.	

So	 they	 ordered	 them	 to	 leave	 the	 council	 while	 they	 discussed	 the	 matter	 with	 one	
another.	They	 said,	 “What	 will	 we	 do	 with	 them?	 For	 it	 is	 obvious	 to	 all	 who	 live	 in	
Jerusalem	that	a	notable	sign	has	been	done	through	them;	we	cannot	deny	it.	But	to	keep	
it	from	spreading	further	among	the	people,	let	us	warn	them	to	speak	no	more	to	anyone	
in	 this	 name.”	So	 they	 called	 them	and	ordered	 them	not	 to	 speak	or	 teach	 at	 all	 in	 the	
name	of	 Jesus.	But	Peter	 and	 John	answered	 them,	 “Whether	 it	 is	 right	 in	God’s	 sight	 to	
listen	to	you	rather	than	to	God,	you	must	judge;	for	we	cannot	keep	from	speaking	about	
what	we	have	seen	and	heard.”	After	threatening	them	again,	they	let	them	go,	finding	no	
way	 to	 punish	 them	 because	 of	 the	 people,	 for	 all	 of	 them	 praised	 God	 for	 what	 had	
happened.	For	the	man	on	whom	this	sign	of	healing	had	been	performed	was	more	than	
forty	years	old.	

• What	strikes	you	as	important	in	this	story?		What	is	inspiring?		What	is	difficult?	
	

• Comment	on	the	power	dynamics	that	are	at	play	 in	this	unfolding	story.	 	How	do	
we,	as	people	of	 faith,	encounter	and	navigate	through	various	power	dynamics	 in	
today’s	context?	

 
Acts 6:8-15 
Stephen,	 full	 of	 grace	 and	 power,	 did	 great	wonders	 and	 signs	 among	 the	 people.	Then	
some	 of	 those	 who	 belonged	 to	 the	 synagogue	 of	 the	 Freedmen	 (as	 it	 was	 called),	
Cyrenians,	Alexandrians,	 and	others	of	 those	 from	Cilicia	and	Asia,	 stood	up	and	argued	
with	 Stephen.	But	 they	 could	 not	 withstand	 the	 wisdom	 and	 the	 Spirit	with	 which	 he	
spoke.	Then	 they	 secretly	 instigated	 some	 men	 to	 say,	 ‘We	 have	 heard	 him	 speak	
blasphemous	words	 against	 Moses	 and	 God.’	They	 stirred	 up	 the	 people	 as	 well	 as	 the	
elders	and	the	scribes;	 then	they	suddenly	confronted	him,	seized	him,	and	brought	him	
before	 the	 council.	They	 set	 up	 false	witnesses	who	 said,	 ‘This	man	 never	 stops	 saying	
things	 against	 this	 holy	 place	 and	 the	 law;	for	we	have	 heard	him	 say	 that	 this	 Jesus	 of	
Nazareth	will	 destroy	 this	 place	 and	will	 change	 the	 customs	 that	 Moses	 handed	 on	 to	
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us.’	And	all	who	sat	 in	the	council	 looked	intently	at	him,	and	they	saw	that	his	 face	was	
like	the	face	of	an	angel.	
	

• And	then	Stephen	offers	a	 long	sermon	to	 the	council	about	Abraham,	 Joseph,	and	
Moses,	concluding	with	the	following:	
	

Acts 7:51-8:3 
”You	stiff-necked	people,	uncircumcised	 in	heart	and	ears,	you	are	 forever	opposing	 the	
Holy	Spirit,	 just	as	your	ancestors	used	 to	do.	Which	of	 the	prophets	did	your	ancestors	
not	persecute?	They	killed	those	who	foretold	the	coming	of	the	Righteous	One,	and	now	
you	have	become	his	betrayers	and	murderers.	You	are	the	ones	that	received	the	law	as	
ordained	by	angels,	and	yet	you	have	not	kept	it.”	
	
When	 they	 heard	 these	 things,	 they	 became	 enraged	 and	 ground	 their	 teeth	 at	
Stephen.	But	filled	with	the	Holy	Spirit,	he	gazed	into	heaven	and	saw	the	glory	of	God	and	
Jesus	standing	at	the	right	hand	of	God.	“Look,”	he	said,	“I	see	the	heavens	opened	and	the	
Son	of	Man	standing	at	the	right	hand	of	God!”	But	they	covered	their	ears,	and	with	a	loud	
shout	all	rushed	together	against	him.	Then	they	dragged	him	out	of	the	city	and	began	to	
stone	him;	and	the	witnesses	laid	their	coats	at	the	feet	of	a	young	man	named	Saul.	While	
they	were	stoning	Stephen,	he	prayed,	“Lord	Jesus,	receive	my	spirit.”	Then	he	knelt	down	
and	cried	out	in	a	loud	voice,	“Lord,	do	not	hold	this	sin	against	them.”	When	he	had	said	
this,	he	died.	
	
And	Saul	approved	of	 their	killing	him.	That	day	a	severe	persecution	began	against	 the	
church	 in	 Jerusalem,	 and	 all	 except	 the	 apostles	 were	 scattered	 throughout	 the	
countryside	of	Judea	and	Samaria.	Devout	men	buried	Stephen	and	made	loud	lamentation	
over	him.	But	 Saul	was	 ravaging	 the	 church	by	 entering	house	 after	house;	 dragging	off	
both	men	and	women,	he	committed	them	to	prison.	
 

• Stephen’s	martyrdom	and	the	persecution	that	follows	makes	it	clear	that	the	stakes	
have	been	raised.		As	we	know,	not	all	of	the	apostles’	preaching	and	ministry	will	be	
accepted	or	tolerated.		Why	do	they	risk	it?	

 
• What	are	the	risks	of	ministry	that	we	face?		What	risks	are	worth	taking?	

 
Acts 8:26-40 
Then	an	angel	of	the	Lord	said	to	Philip,	“Get	up	and	go	toward	the	south	to	the	road	that	
goes	down	 from	 Jerusalem	to	Gaza.”	 (This	 is	a	wilderness	 road.)	So	he	got	up	and	went.	
Now	 there	 was	 an	 Ethiopian	 eunuch,	 a	 court	 official	 of	 the	 Candace,	 queen	 of	 the	
Ethiopians,	in	charge	of	her	entire	treasury.	He	had	come	to	Jerusalem	to	worship	and	was	
returning	home;	seated	in	his	chariot,	he	was	reading	the	prophet	Isaiah.	Then	the	Spirit	
said	 to	Philip,	 “Go	over	 to	 this	 chariot	 and	 join	 it.”	So	Philip	 ran	up	 to	 it	 and	heard	him	
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reading	 the	 prophet	 Isaiah.	 He	 asked,	 “Do	 you	 understand	 what	 you	 are	 reading?”	He	
replied,	 “How	can	 I,	 unless	 someone	guides	me?”	And	he	 invited	Philip	 to	 get	 in	 and	 sit	
beside	him.	Now	the	passage	of	the	scripture	that	he	was	reading	was	this:	“Like	a	sheep	
he	was	led	to	the	slaughter,	and	like	a	lamb	silent	before	its	shearer,	so	he	does	not	open	
his	mouth.	In	 his	 humiliation	 justice	was	 denied	 him.	Who	 can	describe	 his	 generation?	
For	his	 life	 is	taken	away	from	the	earth.”	The	eunuch	asked	Philip,	“About	whom,	may	I	
ask	 you,	 does	 the	 prophet	 say	 this,	 about	 himself	 or	 about	 someone	 else?”	Then	 Philip	
began	 to	 speak,	 and	 starting	 with	 this	 scripture,	 he	 proclaimed	 to	 him	 the	 good	 news	
about	Jesus.	As	they	were	going	along	the	road,	they	came	to	some	water;	and	the	eunuch	
said,	 “Look,	here	 is	water!	What	 is	 to	prevent	me	 from	being	baptized?”	He	commanded	
the	chariot	 to	stop,	and	both	of	 them,	Philip	and	 the	eunuch,	went	down	 into	 the	water,	
and	 Philip	 baptized	 him.	When	 they	 came	 up	 out	 of	 the	 water,	 the	 Spirit	 of	 the	 Lord	
snatched	Philip	away;	 the	eunuch	saw	him	no	more,	 and	went	on	his	way	 rejoicing.	But	
Philip	found	himself	at	Azotus,	and	as	he	was	passing	through	the	region,	he	proclaimed	
the	good	news	to	all	the	towns	until	he	came	to	Caesarea.	
	

• As	the	church	 is	scattered,	 the	gospel	 is	beginning	to	be	taken	on	the	road	 further	
away	 from	 Jerusalem	 and	 to	 people	 who	were	 not	 Jewish	 (Gentiles).	 	 Philip	 first	
preaches	and	teaches	in	Samaria	and	now	he	encounters	an	Ethiopian	eunuch	on	the	
road	to	Gaza.		What	do	you	notice	about	the	Ethiopian	man’s	response	to	Philip?	

 
• What	does	this	story	teach	us	about	who	has	a	place	in	the	community	of	faith,	then	
and	now?	

 
 
Concluding Reflections 
 

• What	is	your	takeaway	from	the	story	so	far?		What	resonates	with	you?		What	
challenges	you?		Does	anything	make	you	uncomfortable?	

 
• What	do	these	stories	have	to	say	to	the	church	today?		How	might	we	be	open	to	
the	new	things	God	is	doing	in	our	midst?	

 
• Many	of	these	stories	include	a	call	to	repentance	and	conversion.		How,	in	our	
modern	context,	and	as	people	of	faith	might	we	understand	and	apply	this	call	in	
our	own	lives?		For	what	might	we	need	to	repent?		How	does	the	Holy	Spirit	
“convict,	convert,	and	consecrate”	us?	

 
 
For Next Week: Saul’s Conversion & Peter’s Gentile Ministry – Acts 9-12 


