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The Acts of the Apostles – Session 4 
April 8 – Paul & Barnabas – Acts 13-15 

 
Welcome & Check In 
 

• How is your faith sustaining you right now as we shelter in place during this 
uncertain time? 
 
 

Acts 13:1-12, 42-52 
Now in the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon who 
was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen a member of the court of Herod the ruler, 
and Saul. While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set 
apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” Then after 
fasting and praying they laid their hands on them and sent them off. 
 
So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went down to Seleucia; and from there they 
sailed to Cyprus. When they arrived at Salamis, they proclaimed the word of God in the 
synagogues of the Jews. And they had John also to assist them. When they had gone 
through the whole island as far as Paphos, they met a certain magician, a Jewish false 
prophet, named Bar-Jesus. He was with the proconsul, Sergius Paulus, an intelligent 
man, who summoned Barnabas and Saul and wanted to hear the word of God. But the 
magician Elymas (for that is the translation of his name) opposed them and tried to turn 
the proconsul away from the faith. But Saul, also known as Paul, filled with the Holy 
Spirit, looked intently at him and said, “You son of the devil, you enemy of all 
righteousness, full of all deceit and villainy, will you not stop making crooked the 
straight paths of the Lord? And now listen—the hand of the Lord is against you, and 
you will be blind for a while, unable to see the sun.” Immediately mist and darkness 
came over him, and he went about groping for someone to lead him by the hand. When 
the proconsul saw what had happened, he believed, for he was astonished at the 
teaching about the Lord. 
 
 
As Paul and Barnabas were going out, the people urged them to speak about these 
things again the next sabbath. When the meeting of the synagogue broke up, many Jews 
and devout converts to Judaism followed Paul and Barnabas, who spoke to them and 
urged them to continue in the grace of God. The next sabbath almost the whole city 
gathered to hear the word of the Lord. But when the Jews saw the crowds, they were 
filled with jealousy; and blaspheming, they contradicted what was spoken by Paul. Then 
both Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly, saying, “It was necessary that the word of 
God should be spoken first to you. Since you reject it and judge yourselves to be 
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unworthy of eternal life, we are now turning to the Gentiles. For so the Lord has 
commanded us, saying, ‘I have set you to be a light for the Gentiles, so that you may 
bring salvation to the ends of the earth.’” When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad 
and praised the word of the Lord; and as many as had been destined for eternal life 
became believers. Thus the word of the Lord spread throughout the region. But the Jews 
incited the devout women of high standing and the leading men of the city, and stirred 
up persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and drove them out of their region. So they 
shook the dust off their feet in protest against them, and went to Iconium. And the 
disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit. 

• In the story of Acts, patterns emerge of resistance and confrontation to the 
apostles’ preaching and teaching.  What do you think of this? 

 
• How do we navigate resistance and confrontation in our lives?  When is 

compromise needed?  When must we shake the dust from our feet and move on? 
 
Luke 9:1-5 – “Then Jesus called the twelve together and gave them power and 
authority over all demons and to cure diseases, and he sent them out to proclaim the 
kingdom of God and to heal. He said to them, ‘Take nothing for your journey, no 
staff, nor bag, nor bread, nor money—not even an extra tunic. Whatever house you 
enter, stay there, and leave from there. Wherever they do not welcome you, as you 
are leaving that town shake the dust off your feet as a testimony against them.’” 
 
 

Acts 14:8-20 
In Lystra there was a man sitting who could not use his feet and had never walked, for 
he had been crippled from birth. He listened to Paul as he was speaking. And Paul, 
looking at him intently and seeing that he had faith to be healed, said in a loud voice, 
“Stand upright on your feet.” And the man sprang up and began to walk. When the 
crowds saw what Paul had done, they shouted in the Lycaonian language, “The gods 
have come down to us in human form!” Barnabas they called Zeus, and Paul they called 
Hermes, because he was the chief speaker. The priest of Zeus, whose temple was just 
outside the city, brought oxen and garlands to the gates; he and the crowds wanted to 
offer sacrifice. When the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of it, they tore their clothes 
and rushed out into the crowd, shouting, “Friends, why are you doing this? We are 
mortals just like you, and we bring you good news, that you should turn from these 
worthless things to the living God, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and 
all that is in them. In past generations he allowed all the nations to follow their own 
ways; yet he has not left himself without a witness in doing good - giving you rains 
from heaven and fruitful seasons, and filling you with food and your hearts with 
joy.” Even with these words, they scarcely restrained the crowds from offering sacrifice 
to them. 
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But Jews came there from Antioch and Iconium and won over the crowds. Then they 
stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city, supposing that he was dead. But when the 
disciples surrounded him, he got up and went into the city. The next day he went on 
with Barnabas to Derbe. 

• On a literal level, Paul and Barnabas are rejecting the Gentile pagan religious 
beliefs and practices.  But there is also a theological message here about idolatry.  
They emphatically proclaim that they are only mortal messengers and reject the 
notion that one should worship anyone or anything other than God.  Do people 
still struggle with idolatry in some form or another? 

 
• Obviously, Paul and Barnabas were passionate and charismatic leaders to whom 

people passionately responded (both positively and negatively).  How should 
leaders maintain a healthy balance between passion and humility? 

 
 
Acts 15:1-21 
Then certain individuals came down from Judea and were teaching the brothers, “Unless 
you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.” And after 
Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and debate with them, Paul and Barnabas 
and some of the others were appointed to go up to Jerusalem to discuss this question 
with the apostles and the elders. So they were sent on their way by the church, and as 
they passed through both Phoenicia and Samaria, they reported the conversion of the 
Gentiles, and brought great joy to all the believers. When they came to Jerusalem, they 
were welcomed by the church and the apostles and the elders, and they reported all that 
God had done with them. But some believers who belonged to the sect of the Pharisees 
stood up and said, “It is necessary for them to be circumcised and ordered to keep the 
law of Moses.” 
 
The apostles and the elders met together to consider this matter. After there had been 
much debate, Peter stood up and said to them, “My brothers, you know that in the early 
days God made a choice among you, that I should be the one through whom the 
Gentiles would hear the message of the good news and become believers. And God, 
who knows the human heart, testified to them by giving them the Holy Spirit, just as he 
did to us; and in cleansing their hearts by faith he has made no distinction between them 
and us. Now therefore why are you putting God to the test by placing on the neck of the 
disciples a yoke that neither our ancestors nor we have been able to bear? On the 
contrary, we believe that we will be saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, just as 
they will.” The whole assembly kept silence, and listened to Barnabas and Paul as they 
told of all the signs and wonders that God had done through them among the 
Gentiles. After they finished speaking, James replied, “My brothers, listen to 
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me. Simeon has related how God first looked favorably on the Gentiles, to take from 
among them a people for his name. This agrees with the words of the prophets, as it is 
written, ‘After this I will return, and I will rebuild the dwelling of David, which has 
fallen; from its ruins I will rebuild it, and I will set it up, so that all other peoples may 
seek the Lord— even all the Gentiles over whom my name has been called. Thus says 
the Lord, who has been making these things known from long ago.’ Therefore I have 
reached the decision that we should not trouble those Gentiles who are turning to 
God, but we should write to them to abstain only from things polluted by idols and from 
fornication and from whatever has been strangled and from blood. For in every city, for 
generations past, Moses has had those who proclaim him, for he has been read aloud 
every sabbath in the synagogues.” 

• On the surface, this is a debate about circumcision and how the Gentile Christians 
should or shouldn’t be expected to abide by the Jewish Mosaic laws.  But it is 
also a debate of who belongs and who decides how church is done.  So, who gets 
to decide?  And how do we have these conversations in churches? 

 
• When it comes to the personal practice of your faith, have you ever had to let go 

of the old and make room for the new? 
 

• Are there some beliefs and practices in our religious tradition that no longer serve 
the church and the world well?  How do we discern what can go and what is 
worth keeping? 

 
 
For Next Week:  Paul’s Travels – Acts 16-20 


