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The Acts of the Apostles – Session 5 
April 15 – Paul’s Travels – Acts 16-20 

 
Welcome & Check In 
 

• How have you experienced hope this week? 
 
 

Acts 16:11-40 

We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the following day to 
Neapolis, and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia 
and a Roman colony. We remained in this city for some days. On the sabbath day we 
went outside the gate by the river, where we supposed there was a place of prayer; and 
we sat down and spoke to the women who had gathered there. A certain woman named 
Lydia, a worshiper of God, was listening to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and a 
dealer in purple cloth. The Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by 
Paul. When she and her household were baptized, she urged us, saying, “If you have 
judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come and stay at my home.” And she prevailed 
upon us. 

One day, as we were going to the place of prayer, we met a slave girl who had a spirit of 
divination and brought her owners a great deal of money by fortune-telling. While she 
followed Paul and us, she would cry out, “These men are slaves of the Most High God, 
who proclaim to you a way of salvation.” She kept doing this for many days. But Paul, 
very much annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “I order you in the name of Jesus 
Christ to come out of her.” And it came out that very hour. But when her owners saw 
that their hope of making money was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them 
into the marketplace before the authorities. When they had brought them before the 
magistrates, they said, “These men are disturbing our city; they are Jews and are 
advocating customs that are not lawful for us as Romans to adopt or observe.” The 
crowd joined in attacking them, and the magistrates had them stripped of their clothing 
and ordered them to be beaten with rods. After they had given them a severe flogging, 
they threw them into prison and ordered the jailer to keep them securely. Following 
these instructions, he put them in the innermost cell and fastened their feet in the stocks. 

About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the 
prisoners were listening to them. Suddenly there was an earthquake, so violent that the 
foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and 
everyone’s chains were unfastened. When the jailer woke up and saw the prison doors 
wide open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, since he supposed that the 
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prisoners had escaped. But Paul shouted in a loud voice, “Do not harm yourself, for we 
are all here.” The jailer called for lights, and rushing in, he fell down trembling before 
Paul and Silas. Then he brought them outside and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be 
saved?” They answered, “Believe on the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and 
your household.” They spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his 
house. At the same hour of the night he took them and washed their wounds; then he 
and his entire family were baptized without delay. He brought them up into the house 
and set food before them; and he and his entire household rejoiced that he had become a 
believer in God. 

When morning came, the magistrates sent the police, saying, “Let those men go.” And 
the jailer reported the message to Paul, saying, “The magistrates sent word to let you go; 
therefore come out now and go in peace.” But Paul replied, “They have beaten us in 
public, uncondemned, men who are Roman citizens, and have thrown us into prison; 
and now are they going to discharge us in secret? Certainly not! Let them come and take 
us out themselves.” The police reported these words to the magistrates, and they were 
afraid when they heard that they were Roman citizens; so they came and apologized to 
them. And they took them out and asked them to leave the city. After leaving the prison 
they went to Lydia’s home; and when they had seen and encouraged the brothers and 
sisters there, they departed. 

• What do you think of Lydia? 
 
• Reflect on the jailer’s question to Paul and Silas: “What must I do to be saved?”  

What kind of salvation was he looking for? 
 
• Reflect on your understanding of salvation.  What does it mean to you?  Saved	
from	what?		Saved	for	what? 

 
 

Acts 17:16-34 

While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was deeply distressed to see that the city 
was full of idols. So he argued in the synagogue with the Jews and the devout persons, 
and also in the marketplace every day with those who happened to be there. Also some 
Epicurean and Stoic philosophers debated with him. Some said, “What does this babbler 
want to say?” Others said, “He seems to be a proclaimer of foreign divinities.” (This 
was because he was telling the good news about Jesus and the resurrection.) So they 
took him and brought him to the Areopagus and asked him, “May we know what this 
new teaching is that you are presenting? It sounds rather strange to us, so we would like 
to know what it means.” Now all the Athenians and the foreigners living there would 
spend their time in nothing but telling or hearing something new. 
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Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely 
religious you are in every way. For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the 
objects of your worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an 
unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. The 
God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does 
not live in shrines made by human hands, nor is he served by human hands, as though 
he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all 
things. From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted 
the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where they would live, so 
that they would search for God and perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed 
he is not far from each one of us. For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as 
even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we too are his offspring.’ Since we are 
God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an 
image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. While God has overlooked the 
times of human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent, because 
he has fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man 
whom he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from 
the dead.” 

When they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some scoffed; but others said, “We will 
hear you again about this.” At that point Paul left them. But some of them joined him 
and became believers, including Dionysius the Areopagite and a woman named 
Damaris, and others with them. 

• A little philosophical context: The Epicureans believed that the gods were distant 
and didn’t meddle in human affairs (so humans ought to seek modest pleasure and 
tranquility in life).  The Stoics believed the universe was rational (so humans 
ought to seek to live in harmony with it through virtuous behavior). 

 
• First century Athens was a religiously and philosophically diverse environment, 

not unlike our world today.  How does Paul interact with the Athenians?  What 
are the theological messages he proposes and how do they compare to other ideas 
and philosophies? 

 
• How should people of Christian faith engage with people of other faiths and 

philosophies? 
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Acts 18:24-19:10 

Now there came to Ephesus a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria. He was an 
eloquent man, well-versed in the scriptures. He had been instructed in the Way of the 
Lord; and he spoke with burning enthusiasm and taught accurately the things 
concerning Jesus, though he knew only the baptism of John. He began to speak boldly 
in the synagogue; but when Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they took him aside and 
explained the Way of God to him more accurately. And when he wished to cross over to 
Achaia, the believers encouraged him and wrote to the disciples to welcome him. On his 
arrival he greatly helped those who through grace had become believers, for he 
powerfully refuted the Jews in public, showing by the scriptures that the Messiah is 
Jesus. 

While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to 
Ephesus, where he found some disciples. He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy 
Spirit when you became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard that 
there is a Holy Spirit.” Then he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They 
answered, “Into John’s baptism.” Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of 
repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, in 
Jesus.” On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. When Paul 
had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues 
and prophesied— altogether there were about twelve of them. 

He entered the synagogue and for three months spoke out boldly, and argued 
persuasively about the kingdom of God. When some stubbornly refused to believe and 
spoke evil of the Way before the congregation, he left them, taking the disciples with 
him, and argued daily in the lecture hall of Tyrannus. This continued for two years, so 
that all the residents of Asia, both Jews and Greeks, heard the word of the Lord. 

• Pricilla and Aquila instruct Apollos on baptism.  Why is this instruction 
important?  Also note that Pricilla (a woman) is teaching Apollos (a man); 
concern over women teaching men in the church was a later development. 

 
• Amidst the diversity of Christian thought in the world, one of the areas of 

theological common ground among many Christians is baptism.  What does 
baptism mean to you and why is it important? 
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Acts 20:17-38 

From Miletus he sent a message to Ephesus, asking the elders of the church to meet 
him. When they came to him, he said to them: “You yourselves know how I lived 
among you the entire time from the first day that I set foot in Asia, serving the Lord 
with all humility and with tears, enduring the trials that came to me through the plots of 
the Jews. I did not shrink from doing anything helpful, proclaiming the message to you 
and teaching you publicly and from house to house, as I testified to both Jews and 
Greeks about repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus. And now, as a 
captive to the Spirit, I am on my way to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me 
there, except that the Holy Spirit testifies to me in every city that imprisonment and 
persecutions are waiting for me. But I do not count my life of any value to myself, if 
only I may finish my course and the ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, to 
testify to the good news of God’s grace. “And now I know that none of you, among 
whom I have gone about proclaiming the kingdom, will ever see my face 
again. Therefore I declare to you this day that I am not responsible for the blood of any 
of you, for I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole purpose of God. Keep watch 
over yourselves and over all the flock, of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, 
to shepherd the church of God that he obtained with the blood of his own Son. I know 
that after I have gone, savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the 
flock. Some even from your own group will come distorting the truth in order to entice 
the disciples to follow them. Therefore be alert, remembering that for three years I did 
not cease night or day to warn everyone with tears. And now I commend you to God 
and to the message of his grace, a message that is able to build you up and to give you 
the inheritance among all who are sanctified. I coveted no one’s silver or gold or 
clothing. You know for yourselves that I worked with my own hands to support myself 
and my companions. In all this I have given you an example that by such work we must 
support the weak, remembering the words of the Lord Jesus, for he himself said, ‘It is 
more blessed to give than to receive.’” 

When he had finished speaking, he knelt down with them all and prayed. There was 
much weeping among them all; they embraced Paul and kissed him, grieving especially 
because of what he had said, that they would not see him again. Then they brought him 
to the ship. 

• These are Paul’s departing words to the Ephesian elders after he’s spent a few 
years with them.  What strikes you as important? 

 
• Why does he leave?  What makes for a faithful and healthy parting? 

 
 
For Next Week:  Paul’s Arrest & Trial in Jerusalem – Acts 21-26 


